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Get ready for more taxes…That’s what they do best! 
 

Even as the disastrous policies of the liberal left prove that you can’t tax and 

spend your way out of debt, progressive politicians have decided that the 

solution to the problem is to tax and spend more. 

 

As far as states go, California is as liberal as it gets: with one of the highest cost 

of living rates in the country due to endless taxes and regulations, the 

Sunshine State is rightfully regarded as exhibit A of what happens after 

Democrats hold power for any extended amount of time. With the inner city 

exploding with crime and it impossible for many to make ends meet, it’s 

understandable why many are leaving for safer, less costly states. 

 

But instead of admitting defeat and rolling back counterproductive policies, the 

liberals in Sacramento have decided to unleash even more on their hapless 

constituents from San Francisco all the way down to San Diego. 

 

Faced with a massive failure on the state’s part to pay out pensions to public 

servants, California Governor Jerry Brown has opted to do what Democrats do 

best: raise taxes. The targets this time are gas and vehicle registration, which are 

expected to go up by 42% and 141% respectively. After 9 years of taxes going 

up by 50% in the state, it is obvious that this will do nothing but irritate 

Californians even further as they are penalized for Sacramento’s inability to get 

its act together: 

 

“Democrat governors have been regularly spiking gas taxes and vehicle 

registration fees for decades. But 12 years ago, Democrat Gov. Gray Davis was 

recalled by voters after he pushed the state legislature to pass a vehicle 

registration fee increase from $46 to $158. 

The legislature cancelled the increase and Democrats have avoided gas and 

vehicle increases since. When the Assembly tried to revive a gasoline tax last 

year, the issue was dropped after polls showed 63 percent voter opposed any 

increase. 

 

Republican governor Arnold Schwarzenegger destroyed his popularity by 

pushing through the Proposition 1-A high-speed rail initiative in 2008 that added 

about 11 cents a gallon to the price of gasoline — for a project now referred to 

by Bloomberg News as a “fiasco.” 

 

 



Gov. Brown’s willingness to try raising gasoline taxes by 17 cents a gallon, and 

on vehicle registration fees by $65, is a sign of the insolvency risk from the 

exploding cost of California Public Employees’ Retirement System (CalPERS) 

public pensions.  

Brown’s draft 2017-2018 budget already includes a $524 million increase for the 

public pension contribution. That amounts to an 11 percent increase over this 

year’s $5.3 billion cost.” 

And we all thought the tax and fee increases would be used to fix the 

roads…Boy were we dumb! 

 

The ACCC…Representing the Car Hobby Since 1972 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


